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WE NEED YOUR HELP - PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION 
Th e FAA recently denied the Collings Foundation’s light exemptions request for the F-4 
Phantom, A-4 Skyhawk, Me-262 and Fieseler Co. Fi-156 Storch. We need a FAA exemption in 
order to accept donations for fl ight experiences in these historic aircraft. Our unique living history 
programs for these aircraft will be dead in their tracks without these critical exemptions.

FAA Conclusions:
“Collings has included four aircraft in its request that do not meet the requirements for an exemption. Th e 
FAA’s “Exemptions for Passenger Carrying Operations Conducted for Compensation and Hire in Other 
Th an Standard Category Aircraft” (72 FR 57196; 10/09/07) policy states that aircraft must meet the test 
of being historically signifi cant in the context of U.S. aeronautical history. Th e Fieseler Co. Fi-156 Storch is 
a World War II German reconnaissance aircraft that does not meet the policy requirement of being a 
historically signifi cant aircraft. Th erefore, the petitioner’s request to include the Fieseler Co. Fi-156 Storch 
in this exemption is denied. 

Th e Classic Fighter Me-262 is a replica of a World War II German aircraft that does not meet the policy 
requirement of being a historically signifi cant aircraft. Th erefore, the petitioner’s request to include the 
Classic Fighter Me-262 in this exemption is denied. 

Collings Foundation’s Response:
In denying the addition of Me262 and Fiesler Storch, the FAA concluded that “in the context of 
U.S. aeronautical history” neither the Fi-156 Storch nor the Me-262 satisfi ed “the policy 
requirement of being a historically signifi cant aircraft.” Th e Fi-156 Storch and Me-262 denial 
by the FAA was arbitrary and contrary to FAA policy. “An aircraft that was not made by a U.S. 
manufacturer may be considered for an exemption if the operational and maintenance history is 
adequately documented (72 FR 57197).” Th ere is no requirement in the FAA’s policy 72 FR 57197 
stating that the historical signifi cance be “in the context of U.S. aeronautical history”. Th e Storch 
and Me-262 aircraft are most defi nitely historically signifi cant, certainly more so that many aircraft 
already approved for fl ight exemptions! 

Continued next page ~ 

Mail to:
Collings Foundation

PO Box 248
Stow, MA 01775

Place postage
here
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EFAA Conclusions:

“While the McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom and the McDonnell Douglas TA-4J may meet the 
historically signifi cant test, the FAA must consider that permitting the public to experience fl ights in an air-
craft that while in U.S. military service required the installation of an ejection seat raises a safety concern 
that has not been adequately addressed. Until the petitioner provides suffi  cient information on the means by 
which it ensures an equivalent level of safety, the FAA will not grant an exemption authorizing operations 
with the McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom and the McDonnell Douglas TA-4J. Th erefore, the petitioner’s 
request to include the McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom and the McDonnell Douglas TA-4J in this 
exemption is denied.”

Collings Foundation’s Response:
Regarding the A-4 and F-4 ejection seat training program: Th e Collings Foundation already has an 
ejection seat training program that was APPROVED BY THE FAA. In actuality, our ejection seat 
training program goes well beyond the standard United States Air Force program. We ensure the 
total understanding, compliance and competency of the ejection seat protocol and procedures. See 
Subject B in Application for Exemption Reconsideration document for detailed clarifi cation (on our 
web site).

What this means:
Currently, we cannot off er Flight Experiences in the Me-262, F-4 Phantom, A-4 Skyhawk and 
Feisler Storch. Meaning - the only people who will be able to fl y in these aircraft will have to be 
certifi ed pilots. Without the ability to off er fl ight experiences to both pilots and non-pilots in these 
aircraft we will not be able to cover the operational expense. Th us, these unique aviation treasures 
and living history programs surrounding these aircraft will not be accessible to the general public.

How you can help: 
Show your support! Call, e-mail or write to the FAA, your Congressman and Senator. Feel free to 
reference points listed in our Exemption Reconsideration document. Send comments via e-mail to:
www.regulations.gov - Reference FAA-2001-11089-0020 to search for this specifi c exemption.
Go to www.collingsfoundation.org for more information and documents. Please - act now!       

Most important - Sign this petition and send back to the Collings Foundation. 

I support the Collings Foundation and strongly urge the FAA to allow 
the F-4, A-4, Me-262 and Storch to be added to FAA exemption Letter 

6540 to fulfi ll their mission of honoring veterans, educating the younger 
generations and allowing them to receive compensation for giving rides.

Name:

Address:

Telephone: Signature:


